Guidelines for Course Related Student Projects Involving Human Participants
Please consider the information outlined below in reference to your course related student project to help determine whether your project requires IRB review.

In accordance with federal regulations, Syracuse University requires that all research activities that meet the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) definitions of both “research” and “human subjects” be reviewed by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) prior to initiation. The definition of research as defined by the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) regulations:

Research means a systematic investigation, including research development, testing and evaluation, designed to develop or contribute to generalizable knowledge. “[45 CFR 46.102(d)].

To be considered a systematic investigation the concept of a research project must:

· Attempt to answer research questions (in some research this would be a hypothesis).

· Be methodically driver, that is, it collects data or information in an organized and consistent manner.

· Analyze or data or information in some way-whether quantitative or qualitative data.

· Draw conclusions from the results.

Generalizable knowledge includes the following:

· The knowledge will contribute to a theoretical framework of an established body of knowledge.

· The primary beneficiaries of the research are other researchers, scholars and practitioners in the field of study.

· There will be publication, presentation, or other distribution of the results intended to inform the field of study.

· The results are expected to be generalized to a larger population beyond the site of data collection.

· The results are intended to be replicated in other settings.

· The results will be presented in web based publication.

A Human Participant is defined as: “a living individual about whom an investigator conducting research obtains data through interaction and/or intervention with the individual or collects identifiable private information.” [45 CFR 46.102(f)].

A course related student project involving human subjects that collects data in a systematic manner with the objective to develop or contribute to generalizable knowledge is considered research that requires IRB review and oversight. In other words, if the student (or instructor) plans to disseminate the data beyond the classroom, course assignment, course instructor or committee, IRB review is required and approval is required prior to the initiation of any research related activities.

A course related student project involving human subjects designed solely with the objective of providing the student with research methods training and experience is not considered research.

IRB review is not required for research projects conducted solely to fulfill course requirements and the results of the course assignment are only used and shared as follows:

1. In the classroom; and/or,

2. If the project involves gathering data from or about a company, agency, or organization, the data/results are shared only with the company, agency, or organization; and/or

3. Project results are presented at Syracuse University departmental or interdepartmental seminars designed to exhibit coursework, or to continue the learning process related to presentations.

Capstone, Honor’s, Master’s or doctoral theses involving human participants are NOT considered class/course projects and must be submitted for IRB review.

Instructors should meet with students as soon as possible to determine whether the proposed course project is considered research that requires IRB review and oversight.

Even if the project stays within the class and IRB review is not required, the instructor of the class should be aware of the types of questions being asked and all ethical principles regarding teaching should be followed in addition to the ethical standards regarding privacy and confidentiality.
